Bereavement support in an acute hospital: an Irish model.
In the first Irish study to examine a hospital-based bereavement care program, 1 year's cohort of bereaved people was surveyed. A response rate of over 40% provided 339 completed questionnaires from bereaved next-of-kin. The findings suggest that a tiered pyramid model of bereavement care (the Beaumont model) may be functional in a number of ways. The outreach aspect of the service is successful in providing additional support and information through telephone and postal contact to people at a distance or with mobility difficulties. Those bereaved by sudden death are twice as likely to access the service as those for whom death was expected. These, and other findings, are discussed.